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Welcome to the 100
th

 edi�on of the organ by 
which informa�on relevant, and hopefully 
interes�ng, is communicated to our 
membership. Over the last 21 years it has had 
various �tles and we are indebted to the six 
editors who have managed to generate and 
cajole a stream of input which then has to be 
arranged and printed. Further into the Journal 
you will find an ar�cle from Gordon reviewing 
the quarter century edi�ons. The Journal (as it 
now is) is almost unrecognisable from the first 
edi�on, not a cri�cism but a reflec�on of the 
relentless march of technology available. It 
allows us to maintain contact with the many 
loyal members who do not reside in the 
immediate locality and your welcome support 
enables us to keep our numbers up and increase 
our poten�al influence. 

The Friends organisa�on was set up in 1985 to 
try to ensure that the Park remained ‘The Jewel 
in the Crown’ of the Rame Peninsula, free for all 
to use and not overdeveloped. Those who hark 
back to that �me I hope will recognise that this 
aim has basically been achieved and 
furthermore the Park is looking be6er than it did 
and with more facili�es available. This has been 
achieved through the hard work and dedica�on 
of the permanent and temporary staff together 
with the vigilance and assistance (financial and 
muscular) provided by The Friends. 

In my Summer journal notes I referred to 
concerns that your commi6ee had over the level 
of funding provided by the local authori�es. We 
appreciate that budgets are stretched but make 
the point that we are as en�tled as any other 

recipient to campaign for our fair share and 
ul�mately the responsibility for the Park resides 
with Cornwall Council and Plymouth City 
Council. I am pleased to report that through our 
efforts we have persuaded them to take a more 
realis�c and long term approach towards 
eventually achieving a zero budget through the 
increase in other forms of income, for instance 
from holiday lets. Please be assured that the 
money that we raise from events, dona�ons, 
membership fees etc will not be used to plug 
holes in the budget allocated to the Park.  

Please make every effort to a6end the AGM on 
3

rd
 March. We have deliberately chosen a 

weekend free of the Six Na�ons rugby 
tournament so you can’t use this as an excuse. 
Please also think long and hard about joining the 
Commi6ee or filling an execu�ve posi�on. The 
Friends are a democra�c organisa�on and every 
post is subject to elec�on each year at the AGM 
so that current postholders are not necessarily 
siFng tenants although if you like what they are 
doing you can vote for them again. Alterna�vely 
if you would like to step up your involvement in 
the Friends please put yourself forward for a 
place on the commi6ee, in a specific posi�on or 
simply as a member. 

Maybe what is holding back a flood of applicants 
is the fear of the unknown. Details of the various 
posi�ons are on our website, or soon will, be 
together with an es�mate of the �me devoted. 
If you are unable to access the website please 
contact the Secretary for a paper copy. Carol will 
also be able to send you a brief outline of how 
you can qualify as a trustee under the Charity 
Commission rules. 

Maybe it is a fear of responsibility. The Friends 
have a clear set of policies that they follow in 
making decisions. Following these, limits any 
responsibility and you would only be financially 
liable if you took an ac�on which was illegal in 
law; which the other commi6ee members I’m 
certain would not allow to happen.  

I shall be standing down aHer my second 3 year 
sojourn as Chairman. I reckon that I am due a 
rest so please put your name forward for this 
pres�gious posi�on. I should like to record a 
huge vote of apprecia�on for the support given 
to me by the other members of the commi6ee 
and thank them for their forbearance. They have 
done a great job on your behalf. 

Chairman’s Notes Neil Rugg 

Cover picture: Milton’s Temple glimpsed through winter foliage (Editor) 
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Please also consider joining the Summer Fayre 
and Car Show sub-commi6ee. Many of us have 
been organising this principal fund raising event 
for the last 25 years and we urgently need fresh 
minds and bodies to enable it to con�nue. 

Just when we thought that we had a se6led set 
of Policies in compliance with the guidance 
provided by the Charity Commission we discover 
that one of their documents has been revised 
and so we have to bring back to the AGM 
updated Policies to take account of this. 

In our next financial year we are due to receive a 
very substan�al contribu�on to cover the re-
purchase of Lady Emma’s Co6age. This places us 

in a different league with regard to audi�ng of 
our accounts and accordingly we have taken 
steps to deal with this. 

At the �me of compiling these notes the saga of 
our replacement Lodge is s�ll rumbling on. 
There will be an update at the AGM and perhaps 
a budding Hitchcock will make a horror film out 
of it for us. 

Happy New Year to all 

P.S. If you haven’t renewed your membership  
for 2019 yet please do so today to ensure that 
you con�nue to receive your Journal and 
support the Park. 

Situa!ons Vacant 

 

Commi$ee Members 

There are vacancies on the commi6ee for anyone 
who would like to help with the running of the 
Friends. In the near future there wall be a report on 
the Friends’ website outlining the du�es of the 
commi6ee members. If you’re interested in 
volunteering keep a lookout for this, or contact Neil 
on 01752 822558 for further informa�on. 

Summer Fayre and Car Show 

This is our major fund raiser event, and as you 
would expect it takes a great deal of work to 
ensure that it runs smoothly.  Volunteers are 
needed both to join the Car Show sub commi6ee 
and to help both before and on the day, for even 
a few hours.  Please contact Neil, as above. 

Volunteer buggy drivers 
Our last appeal found another driver, but we 
could s�ll do with more.  We have two buggies, and 
urgently need addi�onal drivers to ensure that our 
younger and older visitors can enjoy the Park to its 

fullest extent.  Contact David on 01752 822236 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the Easter Egg 
Hunt on 14 April 2019.  With or without bunny ears, 
we need volunteers at various points in the park to 
help and marshal par�cipants. If you would prefer to 
volunteer while siFng indoors, then help us with 
booking in, and giving out Easter eggs at the finish! 

              Anyone... 

… wIth experience of binding the edge of 
carpets.  If you have this sort of exper�se, please 
contact David Marshall on 01752 822236, who is 
wai�ng to hear from you! 

Volunteering 

We can always find something to suit anyone who 
wants to volunteer in the House, Park or Gardens, 
or at the many forthcoming events that bring 
people (and income) to Mount Edgcumbe! 
Contact any Commi6ee Member, or the House. 

See ar�cle at the bo6om of page 16   

The Miniature Railway 

Remember the days when you longed to be 
an engine driver? Now’s your chance!  John Pape 
would like to hear from you if you can spare some 
�me, especially at weekends and in the summer 
holidays: contact him on 01752 822657 or by 
email at polhawn@b�nternet.com. 

         Chairman 

At the AGM Neil Rugg will be re�ring as chairman 
of the Friends.  If anyone out there would like to 
take over please come forward.  Du�es will be 
listed on the Friends’ website at some future 
date. Please contact Neil on 01752 822558 if you 
are interested. 
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It hardly seems possible but it is already a year 
since I wrote my report for the last Winter 
Journal. It is currently approaching the end of 
November and since our Financial Year ends on 
31

st
 December I can confidently report that our 

funds remain healthy. You will be geFng a full 
annual report at the forthcoming AGM in March 
but briefly I can report that income for 2018 has 
so far been £35,644 whilst the Expenditure has 
been £46,360. 

Last year I reported that the Oak Founda�on had 
made and was making large dona�ons to the 
Park. These monies are held by the Friends and 
are called down by the park management as and 
when required. To date the Oak Founda�on has 
donated £47,500, the bulk of that being 
earmarked for the ongoing applica�ons for 
grants towards restora�on of the English Garden 
House. 

Members will be aware that we have lost our 
visible presence within the park as the Lodge has 
been undergoing extensive restora�on prior to it 
becoming a holiday let. We have had an ongoing 
dispute with the Cornwall Council Planning 
Department. Our preferred op�on is to erect a 
wooden building behind the high hedge 
opposite the Orangery but although CC Planners 
were largely in favour with our submission, 
Historic England have been proving obstruc�ve 
so for many months the public were not able to 
liaise with us and hence our income has been 
reduced. There will no doubt be more 
informa�on available at the AGM.  

In common with other submissions within this 
Journal celebra�ng the 100th edi�on I have 
been looking back at the dona�ons made by the 
Friends to the Park since 1988.  

A rough breakdown of the recorded £304,862 
shows that we donated to the Gardens 
£111,215, to the House £75,473, Various 
buildings £59,801 and Vehicles £58,373. 

We have made several dona�ons towards the 
restora�on of important structures such as the 
Shell Seat, the Belvedere, the French 
Conservatory, and Lodge Gates. 

We have funded various Garden Projects such as 
the Friends Glade (aHer storm damage), the 
Relic Garden, and the Knot Garden. We also 
largely funded the impressive development 
where we commissioned the steel deer 
sculptures opposite the Stables.  

Many trees have been lost to various storms 
over recent years and we are currently helping 
to fund replan�ng in par�cular in the 
Amphitheatre. We have over the recent years 
made substan�al dona�ons to the Spring and 
Autumn bedding plants. 

The Me6a Catherina exhibi�on proved a great 
a6rac�on in the House and to my mind a very 
important addi�on to the income of the park 
has been the Marquee which has been well used 
for so many events both by ourselves and by the 
House used as a wedding venue. Lastly I would 
draw a6en�on to the Green Market Stalls which 
are used over and over again at the various 
outdoor a6rac�ons and have proved such a 
success. 

Despite our having to vacate the Lodge our 
collec�on boxes con�nue to be lucra�ve and so 
far this year funds towards the Gardens have 
amounted to £274, to the Bees £71 and trees 
£237. 

Finance Report Tony Hutchings 

Gi/ Sugges!ons 

The Friends’ book Five Walks Around the Rame Peninsula by Bill Scolding would be an ideal giH for 
anyone who loves walking in this area. Featuring maps, pain�ngs, archive pictures and wildlife 

photography the book will be the perfect companion as you explore this  

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. A very interes�ng read!  Price £6.00 (including postage) from: 

Walks Book, FMECP, Mount Edgcumbe House, Cremyll, Cornwall, PL10 1HZ. 
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The AGM 2019 
You are advised, as required by the Cons�tu�on, that the Annual General Mee�ng of the Friends of 
Mount Edgcumbe Country Park will be held in The Belvedere Room on Sunday 3 March 2019 
commencing at 2.00pm.  The Agenda for the mee�ng will be as follows: 

1. Apologies for Absence  
2. Minutes of the AGM held on the 4th March 2018  
3. Ma6ers arising from the previous minutes  
4. To consider the 34th Annual Report of the Execu�ve Commi6ee  
5. To receive the accounts for the year ending 31st December 2018  
6. Amendment to General Policy (see p 20) 
7. Amendment to Finance Policy (see p 20/21) 
8. Review of Reserves and Data Protec�on Policies (see p 20) 
9. To elect Officers  
10. To elect members to fill vacancies on the Execu�ve Commi6ee  
11. To consider any other ma6ers of which 21 days no�ce has been given to  

the Secretary in wri�ng by a member 

 
AHer the formal business of the mee�ng there will be a short report from Park Manager, Chris Burton 

Refreshments will then be served 

Following refreshments there will be a talk by Nicola Moyle, Head of Heritage, Art and Film 

Please note: The AGM is for members only 

Membership Report Ged Edgcumbe 
Firstly, I would like to start by wishing all of our 
members a belated happy and prosperous New 
Year. I am wri�ng this report having just spent 
two days on the Friends’ stall at the Mount 
Edgcumbe Christmas Fair.  From the discussions 
I had with some of those a6ending, it appeared 
that everyone there thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. Once again, we held a raffle and 
enormous thanks must go to Kate Gason for all 
the hard work she put into sourcing the contents 
of the hamper from other stallholders at the 
event, and selling most of the �ckets. She also 
donated a large variety of preserves, jellies and 
sloe gin, which we sold at the event. All of the 
proceeds from the raffle and the sale of the 
Kate’s produce are donated to the Friends. Our 
very own commi6ee member, Nicky Wilson, 
won this year’s raffle. Amazingly, she was 
working on the stall when the raffle was drawn – 
by an independent adjudicator I must quickly 
add! 

With regard to the Friends’ membership, at the 
end of December it stood at 617, which I am 
sure you will agree is an extremely healthy 
number indeed. However, our records show that 
the membership numbers do take a slight dip in 
January, mainly because some of our members 
who pay by cheque/cash forget to renew their 
membership on the due date (1

st
 January).   

I also an�cipate that there will be a few 
members who have s�ll not changed their bank 
standing order to reflect last year’s increase in 
the membership fee.  I have do quite a bit of 
work to iden�fy those of you who have 
forgo6en to renew your membership, or not 
changed their standing order or sent a cheque/
cash for the wrong amount. Their journal pack 
will include a le6er  explaining exactly what they 
need to do. If you have such a le6er, an early 
response would be very much appreciated so 
that I can ‘balance the books’ and update my 
records accordingly – thank you. 
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Probably the most handsome warship that had 
been built in the history of figh�ng ships was the 
German ba6leship Bismarck. When she was 
commissioned in August 1940 she was regarded 
as one of the most powerful warships in the 
world, weighing in at a maximum 50,956 metric 
tonnes. Length overall 821’10”, Beam 118’1” 
and a maximum draught of 33’6”. Her armoured 
belt was 14.96’ thick and covered 70% of her 
hull length. She had a maximum speed of 30.1 
Knots driven by 3 steam turbines from 12 high 
pressure boilers, and 3 propellers. The power 
output was 138,000shp with maximum shaH 
revolu�ons of 278 per minute. 

Main armament was 8 x 15’ guns in 4 twin 
turrets and 12 x 6’ guns in 6 twin turrets. There 
were 16 x 4’ an�-aircraH guns in 8 twin mounts 
and some 34 light an�-aircraH guns in twin and 
single mounts.  

She had 4 aircraH and 2 catapults amidships. 

Bismarck was truly a ship without peer. 

The consort of Bismarck (Captain Lindemann) 
was Prinz Eugen (Captain Brinkmann) a heavy 
cruiser. The two ships sailed from Gotenhafen 
on the 19

th
 May 1941 under the overall 

command of Admiral Lutjens, one of the most 
capable senior officers in the Kriegsmarine, 
heading for the north Atlan�c aHer refuelling at 
Bergen. The object: to find and destroy enemy 
convoys and their escorts. 

When Bismarck and Prinz Eugen had been 
spo6ed by a reconnaissance SpiXire the 
Admiralty dispatched the ba6lecruiser Hood 
(pride of the Royal Navy, built in 1918) and the 
brand-new ba6leship Prince of Wales s�ll with 
dockyard civilians on board, to the Denmark 
Strait with 6 destroyers. 

The Ba6le of Jutland in 1916 had revealed a fatal 
weakness in the ba6le cruisers of which Hood 
was one of the last of class. The 23 year old ship 
was obsolete and pre-war cruising ‘showing the 
flag’ had prevented any major reconstruc�on to 
increase her protec�on. Hood’s armour 
protec�on had been sacrificed for speed. 

Vice Admiral Holland in Hood was fully aware of 
the ba6le cruisers weakness although her 8 x 15’ 
guns were a match for Bismarck and when Hood 
finally sighted Bismarck and Prinz Eugen just 
before 6 am on 24

th
 May she fired the opening 

salvo at 26,500yds from her forward turrets 
only, due to the approaching angle of the 
squadron. Unfortunately the target was 
mistakenly Prinz Eugen and not Bismarck. Prinz 
Eugen replied first from 11 miles hiFng Hood 
and causing a small fire  The second or third 
salvo from Bismarck straddled Hood and during 
the fourth and fiHh salvoes at least one of the 
shells plunged through the inadequately 
armoured deck amidships to the 4’ magazine 
and the flash spread in seconds down to the 
aHer 15’ magazine. The detona�on tore the ship 

KMS Bismarck - Sunk or Scu$led ? Jack Asquith 

The moment when Bismarck was spo6ed by the reconnaissance SpiXire 
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apart and within 3 minutes of being hit Hood 
had gone. 2 hours later the only survivors, three 
of them from a ship’s company of 95 officers 
and 1,324 men, were picked up. 

At 0632 Lutjens sent a signal to the 
headquarters of Kriegsmarine Group North 
informing them of his success in sinking Hood, a 
spectacular victory. He did not however disclose 
that Bismarck had been hit below the waterline 
causing a leak in her port side forward fuel tank. 
The leak was sufficient to restrict her cruise in 
the Atlan�c and a shell hit in the bow had 
caused Bismarck to be 3 degrees down and with 
a 9 degree list to port. Maximum speed was 
reduced to 23 knots. Lindemann flooded empty 
tanks at the stern to balance the ship. Fuel leaks 
and the loss of transfer lines from the bow tanks 
caused the ship to effec�vely loose 1,000 tons of 
fuel. Lindemann recommended a return to 
Bergen, but Lutjens instead decided to head for 
Saint-Nazaire, on the French Atlan�c coast. A 
signal was sent directly to Berlin sta�ng his 
inten�ons and all things considered it was 
es�mated that Bismarck would be in the range 
of support from the LuHwaffe by the 27

th
 May. 

At this moment the main Bri�sh Fleet was s�ll 
300 miles away with 19 major warships 
converging across the Atlan�c from different 
direc�ons.  Vice Admiral Tovey in King George V 
had received the famous words of Churchill. 
‘SINK THE BISMARCK!’ 

Tovey dispatched the faster aircraH carrier 
Victorious ahead of his force which had sailed 
from Scapa Flow in the hope that an air strike 
could be a6empted by her torpedo carrying 
Swordfish aircraH, 10 of which were launched 
against Bismarck. One torpedo hit the ship on 
the starboard side. The manoeuvring of the ship 
to avoid the incoming torpedoes caused the 
maFng covering the hole in the ships forecastle 
to be ripped off and flooding began anew. The 
speed of the ship was reduced to 16 knots for an 
hour before she picked up speed again to 
achieve 20 knots. 

Victorious and Prince of Wales had to break off 
the chase and turn towards Iceland due to 
running low on fuel. Force ‘H’ had been 
dispatched from Gibraltar including Ark Royal, 
Renown and Sheffield. Dorsetshire was 
approaching from the south west and Edinburgh 
and Gloucester from the west. On Monday 26

th
 

May a Catalina flying boat from RAF Coastal 
Command, spo6ed Bismarck steaming at 20 
knots to conserve fuel on a course of 130 
degrees. Tovey quickly realised Bismarck had to 
be slowed down or he would be unable to 
intercept. Several a6acks took place by 
Swordfish from Ark Royal without success un�l 

the final a6ack before nighXall when a torpedo 
struck her starboard rudder which was at 15 
degrees to port during a weaving turn. The 
explosion jammed the rudder and flooded the 
steering gear compartment. If the ship had not 
been turning the torpedo would have glanced 
off the armoured belt and caused minimal 
damage. Manoeuvring by main engines was to 
no avail, now she was helpless and going around 
in circles and the Home Fleet was closing in. 

Shortly before 9am on the morning of 27
th

 May 
1941 Admiral Tovey arrived in King George V 
accompanied by the ba6leship Rodney, they 
closed and opened fire. Bismarck replied from 

16,000 yards with very accurate salvoes. But, 
subject to the concentrated Bri�sh salvoes her 
firing rapidly deteriorated. By 1015 Bismarck’s 
guns were silent. 

As the pride of Hitler’s navy was pounded into a 
blazing wreck it was leH to the cruiser 
Dorsetshire to administer the ‘coup de grace’. At 
10.36 she fired a torpedo into each side of the 
sinking hulk and with her flags flying, Bismarck 
disappeared beneath the rough Atlan�c waves. 
Only 110 survivors could be picked up before the 
threat of U-boats and aircraH forced the Bri�sh 
to leave the scene. Of the ship’s company, over 
2,000 were lost. 

The Admiral and Captain of Bismarck were killed 
during the ba6le and the order to abandon ship 
was given by the ba6leship’s first officer 
Commander Oels. His fear was that what 
remained of Bismarck would be captured by the 
Bri�sh, so an order was given to scu6le the ship. 
Scu6ling charges had already been rigged with 9
-minute fuses. Bulkhead doors were leH open to 
ensure maximum damage, while sea cocks and 
flooding valves were also opened. 

Oels was killed by an explosion possibly 
triggered by one of Dorsetshire’s torpedoes.  

In June 1989, Dr Robert Ballard (who found the 

(Con�nued on page 8) 
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wreck of RMS Titanic in 1985) and his team 
discovered the wreck of KMS Bismarck, lying 
15,719H below the surface of the Atlan�c 
Ocean. She was no longer a vessel from the past
-something to be read about in history books 
and archives. She was a tangible en�ty, whose 
remains, whilst treated with the utmost respect 
as a war grave, could now reveal vital new 
informa�on. Above all, a study of the wreck 
could now help to answer many long 
unanswered ques�ons surrounding her final 
moments. 

Bismarck slowly sank by the stern before rolling 
over, her weakened stern breaks off and her 4 
heavy turrets and debris from the ba6le detach 
from the ship, which together begin their 
descent to the sea bo6om. With the hull fully 
purged of air Bismarck rights herself due to the 
weight of the armour on her lower hull and she 
con�nues her descent. The hull strikes an 
undersea mount and triggers a massive 
mudslide. Bismarck and other heavy pieces of 
debris are carried down the slope by the 
avalanche and come to rest about two-thirds of 
the way down the mudslide about 30 minutes 
aHer leaving the surface. 

When Ballard found the wreck using 
submersibles and remote camera equipment he 
was very surprised as to how good the condi�on 
of the hull and the teak decking was which s�ll 
showed traces of the swas�ka painted as an 
aerial recogni�on symbol. The front of the bow 
and a por�on of the stern were missing.  

In June 2001 an expedi�on returned to the 
wreck site to conduct a survey of her remains. 
This American team used a Russian-built mini 
submarine to reach the wreck and aHer 
surveying the vessel they concentrated on an 

examina�on of her hull. They found no sign of 
shell or torpedo holes in her main armoured belt 
on either side of the ba6leship, but they did find 
horizontal gashes or rents in the hull. These 
were a6ributed to the damage caused when 
Bismarck’s hull struck the seabed during her 
slide down the underwater slope. Their 
conclusion was that the hull had been largely 
undamaged when the ba6leship sank. 

The controversy of how she sank s�ll rages even 
aHer further expedi�ons to the wreck. American 
experts tend to favour the theory that scu6ling 
alone caused Bismarck to sink, while Bri�sh 
experts argue that this merely sped up the 
process, which had already begun owing to 
damage inflicted by Bri�sh shells and torpedoes. 
What is clear is that the armoured belt 
protected the ba6leship from Bri�sh shellfire 
but by the �me she sank her superstructure had 
been heavily ba6ered. It is agreed that Bismarck 
would have foundered eventually due to the 
damage she suffered during her last ba6le. The 
loss of her stern is a clear indica�on that she had 
been structurally compromised before she sank, 
scu6ling hastened her sinking and put an end to 
her suffering and that of her crew. 

Her final res�ng place 3 miles under the surface 
of her last great ba6le is a closely guarded 
secret, otherwise salvors might pick over her 
remains in the search for trophies. She is a war 
grave, where more than 2,000 German sailors 
are s�ll entombed. The late Ted Briggs, one of 
the three survivors from Hood said that 
Bismarck put up good fight taking on half the 
Royal Navy and should be leH alone in peace.  

Let us hope this wish is kept and that Bismarck 
and her crew are now allowed to rest for 
eternity. 

Was Bismarck sunk by the Royal Navy or was she 
scu6led? 

(Con2nued from page 7) 
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Summer 2019 visit to DARTMOUTH & BRITANNIA  ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE  

Friday 21st June  

Mee�ng at Cremyll at 9.15am we will take the 9.30am ferry over to Stonehouse where a luxury coach 

will be wai�ng for us for a scenic drive to Dartmouth 

You will have about three hours to explore the delights of Dartmouth with plenty of �me for coffee 

and lunch before our coach takes us up to the College for a guided tour of about 2½ hours. Depar�ng 

there about 4.45pm we will endeavour to catch the 6.15pm ferry back to Cremyll 

 All this for £20 per member (£22 for non members)  

As numbers are limited to 50, expressions of interest by ‘phone or email are welcomed, but bookings 

will only be confirmed on receipt of full payment sent to:  

Nigel Bruce-Robertson,  55 Fort Picklecombe,  Maker,  Torpoint,  PL10 1JG,  Tel: 01752 829430  

Email:  bruce.robertson950@b�nternet.com   Cheques to be made payable to: FoMECP    

Photo I/D required on the day 

 
The Curry Lunch Nigel Bruce Robertson 
By the �me you read this, the curry lunch of 23rd 
September will be in the distant past. However, it 
s�ll has to be said that fiHy-three Friends and 
their guests sat down to another three splendid 
curries, comprising Chicken Korma, Beef Madras 
and a Vegetable & Bean, along with copious 
supplies of white rice. Hot Naan breads made a 
great accompaniment. Sharan Be6ridge along 
with Mar�n and her girls once again did us 
proud. 

Although the day started wet and windy, by 
midday when we were all assembled, the sun 
shone and it was like a proper summer’s day, 
some par�cipants then sta�ng they were geFng 
too warm, a phenomena not previously 
experienced at one of our events! 

It was great to see some old friends back with us, 
Jane and John Hartley in par�cular were visi�ng 
from the South coast, and some first �me Friends 
from Wilcove, Diane and Terry Donaldson along 
with rela�ves and friends were also most 
welcome. Great hilarity exhumed from one table 
where Sheila Weetman had brought along five 
girls (see picture) including her sister Gillian with 
husband Michael who were visi�ng from 
Burgundy who did his best to keep them under 
control. 

It was discovered that one amongst us, Ann 
Helliwell, was celebra�ng her twenty-first 
birthday again, so a small cake with candle was 
presented to her whilst the rest of us sang the 
tradi�onal birthday song, all of which seemed to 
take her somewhat by surprise. 

Stephanie provided the flowers and table 
decora�ons to her usual high standard, yellow 
being the predominant colour this �me with 
tables named aHer Indian spices - Turmeric, 
Paprika, Cumin, Cardamom, Ginger, Saffron and 
Cinnamon. 

Helen and Stephanie persuaded nearly everyone 
to take part in the raffle which was called whilst 
tea and coffee was being served with some 
members from every table winning at least one 
of the twenty-six prizes on offer. 

As usual, grateful thanks were offered to all 
those who had contributed towards the success 
of the lunch, and this was followed with great 
applause.                                                                                  
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A Military History of Maker Heights   -  Part 3 Brian Rayden 

Con2nued from Summer 2018 

Glenie wrote a pamphlet: this is its �tle! 

‘A short Essay on the Modes of Defence best 
adapted to the Situa2on and Circumstances of 
this Island. With An Examina2on of the Schemes 
that have been formed for the Purpose of 
for2fying its principal Dockyards on very 
extensive Plans, which are ready to be carried 
into Execu2on by his Grace the Duke of 
Richmond now Master-General of the Ordnance. 
Addressed to the Public at large but par2cularly 
to the House of Commons and the Independent 
Country Gentlemen of Great Britain. By An 
Officer’ 

Glenie cri�cised the principle of having fixed 
garrisons as opposed to mobile forces and also 
the enormous cost which he claimed would 
exceed the cost of the en�re Royal Navy. 

‘Succeeding Administra�ons and Master -
Generals probably, nay certainly, view them in a 
very different light; and conceiving them to be 
not only unnecessary but dangerous, will, aHer 
some hundred thousand pounds shall be 
foolishly expended, put a stop to their progress, 
and leave them to go en�rely to ruin and decay. 
And, perhaps, some ages hence, when the 
memory of an undertaking so ridiculous shall be 
obliterated, their decayed jim-crack curiosi�es 
may furnish amusement and specula�on to 
an�quaries.’ 

Glenie tells that Richmond followed the ‘absurd’ 
new system of the ideas of Montalembert 
leading him to ‘fix on ridiculous Caponiers’ and 
the elaborate bas�oned traces of Vauban. 

[Caponier: a part of a for�fica�on either crossing 
a ditch or covering it from the sides or rear, 
usually at lower-ground level, enabling 
defenders to fire into the rear of flanks 
(enfilade) of a6ackers entering the ditch. Most 
works called caponiers in these papers aren’t 
caponiers!] 

Richmond issued an anonymous pamphlet in 
reply, ‘An Answer to a Short Essay’ adding an 
insult that Glenie was ignorant of French. Glenie 
then issued, ‘Reply to an Answer’ in which he 
implied that the Duke was ignorant of La�n. 

Glenie’s and his patrons’ cri�cisms were 
effec�ve during a debate on the ordinance 
es�mates on 14th of March 1785. Captain (RN) 

McBride was of the opinion that ‘no landing 
could be affected at Whitsand Bay..’ [Probably 
true but not relevant as the threat was from 
Cawsand Bay, not Whitsand] and that Plymouth 
was more vulnerable from the East. John 
Courtnay put Glenie’s case, saying: 

‘The present Master General… had some 
abili�es, and persevering industry. It was rather 
unfortunate for this country, that his grace’s 
passion for engineering had broken forth at so 
late a period of his life. When an old man fell in 
love, there was nothing, however ridiculous, 
that he would not propose, and nothing so 
preposterous that he would not agree to, to 
accomplish the gra�fica�on of his passion.’  

The noble Duke meant well but ‘a li6le learning 
was a dangerous thing and in nothing was it 
more dangerous than in the science of 
engineering: in most other sciences it only 
exposed the individual to a li6le contempt and 
ridicule, which was of no great consequence. 
The only mode of defence leH for the noble 
duke’s friends was to say (which perhaps, they 
might with some truth) that he had not even a 
li6le learning and therefore did not come under 
this predicament. Half concep�ons, rude 
no�ons, exclusive of being expensive, in 
engineering, were to the last degree dangerous 
and destruc�ve…. He acted like a fortune-teller, 
who foretold of a calamity, and then thought he 
had a right to our money for his predic�on.’  

It was agreed that a commi6ee be appointed to 
look at the es�mates with Pi6 asking Richmond 
to relinquish his ordnance projects un�l a more 
general board of enquiry had examined them. 
Unwisely, Richmond appointed himself 
Chairman of the commi6ee, making himself 
many enemies. Several influen�al Generals, 
notably Lords Amhust and Townshend refused 
join the commi6ee as, being senior to 
Richmond, e�que6e prevented them from 
serving under him, so they were effec�vely 
excluded. Richmond was accused of ‘packing’ 
and unduly influencing the enquiry ‘in a 
reprobate manner’.  

Col. Dixon reported, unhelpfully, that each of 
the forts would require 1500 infantry and 150 
ar�llerymen. Not surprisingly, though, the 
commi6ee eventually approved Richmond’s 
plans. 

1786: 27th February: Not surprisingly either, 
Pi6’s expensive Dockyards For�fica�on Bill 
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(covering both Portsmouth & Plymouth) was 
defeated in the House of Commons, the 
Speaker using his cas�ng vote against.  

Neither Pi6 nor Richmond were willing to give 
up the project, however, making a ‘reduced’ 
plan without the Maryfield fort but s�ll 
including the one at Maker. There was much 
scheming and poli�cal intrigue, but the revised 
bill was thrown out on May 16th without a vote 
as it was considered an insult to the House. 

Richmond then hounded Glenie systema�cally, 
pos�ng him first to Granada then to New 
Brunswick where he resigned in 1787, 
emigra�ng there before he died in poverty in 
1817. 

Meanwhile, Col. Dixon re�red to Exeter (where 
he died in the parish of St Sidwells in 1793) 
being replaced as the Commanding Engineer for 
Plymouth by Lt Col Mulcaster, then shortly aHer 
by Lt Col Elias Durnford. Unfortunately, 
Durnford couldn’t find the original markings for 
‘Richmond’s fort’ (the trace).  

1787: the Guard House of No 4 was enlarged 
from 7’ to 10’ wide. 

[Guard House: a small for�fica�on placed 
behind a detached bas�on or redoubt to 
protect the rear entrance. Not to be confused 
with Guard Room. A Guard House was 
some�mes called a traverse although the term 
is usually used for a protec�on to the gorge or 
rear of a bas�on at the parapet of the curtain 
wall or main wall.] 

Meanwhile a quarry had been made East of 
redoubt No 3. 

The five redoubts remained as earthen 
structures without any accommoda�ons for 
troops so Richmond’s brother, George Lennox, 
Governor of Plymouth, ordered a barracks for 
Maker to house 335 men and 50 horses. The 
works were planned by the Barrack Department 
of the Board of Ordnance under Colonel de 
Lancy.  

The Barrack Department was notorious for its 
laxity, especially in accoun�ng: it was only in 
1806-7, aHer de Lancy had resigned, that the 
mess was sorted out by a military enquiry. The 
block was built originally as a temporary block. 
The barracks and nearby hospital were probably 
built between about 1784 and 1787: no 
contemporary records or plans exist, probably 
because Richmond and Pi6 didn’t want to be 
challenged over it, especially following their 

defeat in parliament.  

The barracks was probably designed by James 
Johnson and John Sanders, Principal Architects 
for the Barracks Department. The barracks was 
built of rubble masonry stone and brick with 
concrete floors and �mber roof at a cost of 
£6,509 by John Scobell. Ven�la�ng & Register 
grates and foul & fresh air extrac�ng shaHs 
were fi6ed. The water supply was from the 
roofs with iron and terraco6a pipes connec�ng 
them to a tank at the rear then from there by 
force-pump to a cistern over the oil store; there 
was also a 26’ well with cast-iron pillar-pump. 
Moule’s earth closets and other drainage was 
by terraco6a pipes to the surface of the nearby 
fields. The Winter of 1787/8 caused further 
damage to the redoubts. 

1788: Lt. Col. Elias Durnford, Commanding Royal 
Engineers, Plymouth, provided a plan for a 
storehouse and carriage house 60’ by 25’ by 30’ 
high internally but it was not built. ReveFng No 
4 was started but not finished un�l 1791. 
Richmond added a 2-storied ‘caponier’ to the 
gorge and southern flank of No 4 to the plans 
for first �me, ‘to procure a flank for the South 
face’ (Durnford) [I would call it a blockhouse, 
not a caponier].  

1789: A plan dated August 1789 shows 
Richmond’s fort with enormous ‘Advanced 
fleches’ like fingers projec�ng down the hillside; 
No 4 being provided with a ‘Projected outlying 
Orillion Ba6ery’ and also connected to the main 
work.  

[Fleche: an outlying pointed earthwork in front 
of the main wall or bas�on. In this case the 
fleches are actually also bas�ons. Normally the 
gorge or rear is open, but these are not] 

1791:  The reveFng work in stone with 
casemated accommoda�on in the gorges for 
redoubts 4 & 5 was completed by the Military 
Ar�ficers (forerunners of the Sappers; the Royal 
Engineers being then solely a corps of officers). 
The guardhouse and storehouse in the rear of a 
redoubt 4 and also the caponier were finished. 
During these construc�ons the Board of 
Ordnance contractor, Mrs Suzanna Coad, was 
given a higher fee due to the difficulty of the 
site and of the quarries on site. At No.4 alone 
214,486 solid feet of earth was excavated. A 
second contractor, Ma6hew Trevan, was also 
brought in to help. 

To be con2nued next 2me 
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On 26th November 2017, about one hundred of 
us were involved in an evacua�on exercise with 
the Royal Navy which involved being issued with 
foreign passports and being processed prior to a 
trip from Cremyll to HMS Albion. A very exci�ng 
experience and one-off opportunity – or so we 
thought! 

In the Friends Journal for the summer of 2018, 
issue number 99, there was flyer with the mes-
sage ‘We need you!’  for a non-Combatant Evacu-
a�on Opera�on on Monday 8th October 2018. 

On the reverse it asked if you ever wanted to try a 
life on the ocean waves because on that date the 
Dutch Navy will be working with the FOST team 
and Mt Edgcumbe to brush up on their disaster 
evacua�on procedures. 

And so it was that  29 of us were joined by 50 
primary school children from Lewannick who all 
gathered in the marquee to be briefed about the 
day’s opera�on. We were on an island and due to 
local hos�li�es were to be evacuated but first had 
to be assessed by the Dutch Navy personnel to 
see if any of us had disabili�es or other medical 
condi�ons (for which some of us had been ‘given’ 
a li6le earlier!). We were tagged with a wrist band 
then issued with a wrapped biscuit and a choco-
late bar which I had to decline due to a ‘supposed’ 
nut allergy which meant something different 
ought to be found for me. It wasn’t however, and 
I missed out on my chocolate! 

We trundled down to Cremyll and watched whilst 
a large landing craH made its way towards the 
beach,  but due to the �de it was not able to quite 
reach us without us having to wade ten feet out 
to it. This was therefore abandoned and two small 
landing craH were despatched from the mother 

ship along with some wooden pallets for us to 
walk on to bridge any gap. We had all been given 
an orange life jacket for our trip on the high seas, 
and the last of us boarded the third trip and were 
taken across the Hamoaze to the massive Royal 
Netherlands Navy ship (HNLMS L801) Johan de 
Wi<.  It is one of those ships that has a well deck 
where the back opens up and that deck is sub-
mersed to allow small craH to float in - similar to 
our own HMS Albion, but s�ll very impressive!  

Once all inside and back together again we were 
joined by another party also being evacuated. 

We were asked to show our passports and were 

asked about any special treatment necessary fol-
lowing our recently contracted allergies and disa-
bili�es. We were welcomed on board and told 

Mass Evacua!on Exercise Nigel Bruce Robertson 

Stepping outside the bridge gave a commanding  
view of the deck. 

The ‘beach’ which can be flooded to bring in the 
landing craH. 

Lifejackets on and into the landing craH 
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about the ship which was absolutely immaculate 
as it had just come out of refit.  It is referred to as 
a Landing PlaXorm Amphibious Warfare ship and 
was launched in 2007. It weighs about 16,800 
tons with a normal crew complement of 146. As 
the �me was then approaching 1300hrs, we were 
led up to the crew’s cafeteria and offered a 
choice of hot meals, motorway style. It was dur-
ing this �me that FIRE! FIRE! was heard over the 
ship’s PA system which caused several crew 
members to hurriedly depart  to deal with it, later 
coming back in all their protec�ve gear, the event 
having been dealt with. All part of the exercise for 
which the crew were being assessed by FOST. 
This over, small groups were formed for a guided 
tour of the ship which included the communica-
�ons and control rooms filled with ac�ve comput-
ers, some of the crews quarters, their recrea�on 
rooms with well stocked bar, an opera�ng thea-
tre, a den�stry room and finally up to the bridge 

where a great view was had over the whole ship, 
albeit from a great height. The Dutch crew where 
all so helpful and considerate towards us and 
went out of their way to answer our ques�ons, 
were most informa�ve and friendly, all of course 
being masters of the English language! 

Out on the rear deck we inspected a helicopter 
leH out for us to see before making our way back 
down to the hangar deck to don our life-jackets 
for the return trip to Cremyll, again using the  two 
smaller craH but this �me we were packed in 
quite snuggly so as keep to just two journeys. 

AHer landing at Cremyll, life-jackets were re-
moved as we were back to the safety of Mt 
Edgcumbe. 

We hope the Dutch Navy enjoyed our visit and 
gained some useful knowledge and experience 
from the exercise and would be able to put it to 
good use should the need arise.   

Back into our life jackets for transfer back to  
Cremyll beach. 

Part of the flight deck 

Johan de Wit moored off the breakwater 
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At a recent mee�ng of the Friends’ commi6ee 
there was discussion regarding the composi�on 
of the next edi�on of the Journal which would be 
the 100

th
.  When it became known that I had, in 

my loH, almost every edi�on of the Journal/
Newsle6er that had been produced I was 
unanimously volunteered to take a trip down 
memory lane and compose a suitable ar�cle 
based upon the 25

th
, 50

th
 and 75

th
 edi�ons.  

Edi!on 25. 

The 25
th

 edi�on of the Journal was published in 
the Spring of 1994.  It was in A5 booklet format 
and consisted of 43 shiny pages; it had a coloured 
front cover and was printed commercially.  The 
Editor was Fred Mayne and the Chairman at the 
�me was Neil Rugg. 

Fred was an extremely dedicated and 
enthusias�c Editor who worked �relessly to 
produce an informa�ve, a6rac�ve and cost 
neutral Journal.  He went to extraordinary 
lengths to keep the cost of produc�on low by 
encouraging local businesses to buy adver�sing 
space and in this par�cular edi�on of the Journal 
there were no less than 60 individual adver�sers.  

This was no mean achievement as I had, on one 
occasion when standing in for Fred, first-hand 
experience of the problems involved in 
encouraging businesses to par�cipate and more, 
importantly, to pay their dues.  It was Fred who 
first introduced colour to the Journal and in 
recogni�on of his efforts a member donated 
£1,000 specifically to be used for the 
con�nua�on of colour prin�ng. 

Perusal of this edi�on really does bring back vivid 
memories.  In those days we seemed to be more 
adventurous with our social events.  There are 
details of a Wine Tas�ng, sponsored by Neil and a 
very successful silent Auc�on, held in the 
Kingsand Community Hall and sponsored by Brian 
Williams; there was even an adver�sement for a 
trip to the Loire.  The main event however, was a 
performance by the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, complete with fireworks, which was 
held in the Deer Park on the evening of 25

th
 June.  

Do you remember the occasion?  I recollect a 
lovely summer’s evening with picnicking groups 
of all sizes and descrip�on, tables complete with 
candelabra and everyone thoroughly enjoying 
themselves. 

In support of the Park the Journal records the 
presenta�on to the House, on permanent loan, 
of a watercolour of Milton’s Temple which was 
given to us by Meredith Hawes.  Meredith, who 
was a Founder Member of the Friends, was a 
renowned Senior Fellow of the Watercolour 
Society and it was his depic�on of Milton’s 
Temple which was adopted as our logo.  We also 
financed the purchase of a Gravograph machine 
for use by the gardeners enabling them to 
produce permanent labels for plants and shrubs. 

Major work in the Park at this �me included the 
felling of trees in the area of Lady Emma’s 
Co6age during which there was the novelty of 
seeing a heavy horse being used to remove the 
felled �mber-just like in the old days. 

On the world stage Nelson Mandela was elected 
President of South Africa. 

Edi!on 50. 

Journal 50 was published in the winter of 2001/2.  
It was in black and white, of A5 size and consisted 
of only 15 pages; there were no adver�sements.  
The Chairman at the �me was yours truly and the 
Editor was Margaret (Margo) Tindsley. 

A Trip Down Memory Lane Gordon Crocker 
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Margo had been persuaded to assume the mantle 
of Editor following the un�mely passing of Fred 
and this edi�on marked the end of her 3 year 
tenure; it was not a par�cularly comprehensive 
publica�on.  Friends’ events adver�sed included a 
Curry Lunch and coach trips to Tavistock Victorian 
Market and the gardens at Endsleigh House, the 
Royal Cornwall Show, Dartmouth Rega6a and to 
the Bridgewater Carnival although, if my memory 
serves me right, I believe only the first two of 
these trips actually took place.  This edi�on also 
records the Friends financing the purchase of a 
laptop for use by Lee Stenning to enable him to 
record the Camellia collec�on (£1k), the crea�on 
of the Jubilee Garden (£8k) and restora�on work 
to the French Conservatory (£4k).  However, the 
most significant feature recorded in this edi�on is 
the gran�ng to our members of the concession of 
free entry to the House and Earl’s Garden where 
previously we were granted only a small discount 
on entry prices. 

Again, on the wider stage, a Concorde crashed on 
take-off from Paris killing all 113 on board, the 
first crew consis�ng of one American and two 
Russians  was launched to man the Interna�onal 

Space Sta�on, the Netherlands legalised same sex 
marriages and at home there was a major rail 
crash at HaXield in which four persons died. 

Journal No. 75. 

This edi�on was published in the summer of 2010 
and once again the format had changed.  It was 
now a black and white A4 Newssheet, consis�ng 
of 12 pages, but with some coloured 
photographs.  The Chairman was s�ll yours truly 
and Geoff Rhodes, our current Editor, had taken 
on the responsibility for produc�on.  Whilst at 
first sight this appeared to be another slim 
edi�on it was actually well laid out and contained 
a great deal of informa�on; there was even a war 
�me recipe for a corned beef and mushroom pie!  
Friends events covered included a trip to the 
Breakwater, a concert in the English Garden by 
the City of Plymouth Concert Band (who, 
incidentally, have been regular performers at the 
Car Show for many years) and a BBQ in the 
Stables Courtyard; all of which were well 
supported.  A short ar�cle about the Car Show 
and Fayre records how numbers were down 
when compared with previous years due to the 
inclement weather in the morning which tended 
to put people off but the event s�ll made a profit. 

(Con2nued on page 16) 
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A German film company was crea�ng much 
ac�vity around the Park as they filmed yet 
another of Rosamunde Pilcher’s novels for 
German television.  On this occasion the House 
was transformed into the Palace Hotel which, in 
its heyday, had warranted 5 stars but was now 
rather run down and up for sale; what a cheek! 

When I read the associated paperwork covering 
the period covered by this Journal I can only 
marvel at the generosity of the Commi6ee 
members who agreed, in a very short period of 
�me, to finance projects totalling some £27k.  
The projects included the purchase of Tudor 
costumes (which have proved to be very popular 
with visitors to the House), the purchase of a fire 
engine and ancillary equipment (on display in the 
old garages), the provision of sea�ng and granite 
planters at Cremyll, the provision of picnic 
benches now situated next to Aunty Em’s and 
repairs to, and a survey of, statuary around the 
Park.  In addi�on we funded, aided by a 
generous legacy, the crea�on of the splendid 
Relic Garden. And last, but by no means least, we 
funded the purchase of the small buggy. 

And finally to put the year into context; at the 
start of the year Britain was brought to a 
stands�ll by heavy snow throughout the country, 
in April ash from a volcanic erup�on in Iceland 
caused major air traffic chaos and Gordon Brown 
lost the elec�on which resulted in David 
Cameron and Nick Clegg forming a coali�on 
government. 

Postscript. 

For me, puFng this ar�cle together has been a 
real trip down memory lane.  By necessity I have 
not covered everything that was in each edi�on 
and have only reproduced what I thought to be 
the more significant items.  I admit that it has 
been a struggle to keep things rela�vely short as 
having served on the Friends’ commi6ee for over 
20 years, I have accumulated detailed knowledge 
of much that has gone on behind the scenes: but 
I have tried to put that to one side and have 
striven to keep to the bare facts and not give 
rhyme and reason behind each and every 
decision.  I hope that this ar�cle will have 
resurrected at least a few memories for you. 

In conclusion the Journal has, and s�ll does, 
provide an excellent avenue of communica�on 
between the Commi6ee and the membership. 
Long may it con�nue. 

(Con2nued from page 15) 

Volunteer Database 

 
The Friends organise and run a number of fundraising 
ac�vi�es throughout the year and also provide personnel 
to assist the Park and third party organised events related 
to the Park. Volunteers pay an important roll in the 
success of these events. 
 
If you are interested or know of any group or organisa�on 
who may be prepared to provide volunteers for such 
events we would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
If you would like to offer your services or require any 
further informa�on please contact Alan at: 
 apj.drummond@gmail.com 
 
Many thanks - Alan Drummond 



Winter 2018 The Friends’ Journal No 100 Page 17 

On 28th October, 300 children dressed in a 
fantas�c array of ghostly and spooktacular 
costumes, turned up at Mount Edgcumbe 
Country Park for the annual Halloween Hunt.  
With their mums, dads, grandmas/grandads they 
took on the challenge of walking the trail and 
solving this year’s clues - for the first �me star�ng 
from the Sawmill at the Barrow Centre - to earn 
the coveted goodie bag stuffed with sweets. The 
happy and cheerful looks on the children’s faces 
when they finished, and some lovely comments 
from the ‘bigger people’, told us that everyone 
really enjoyed the day.  This could not happen 
without a great deal of help from Friends & 
friends. This year, 19 gave up their �me to make 
this a memorable day for the children – thank 
you so much.  Special thanks must go to Jacquie 
Maynard who devised the clues and spent many 
hours (if not days!!) making some fantas�c new 
ghostly/witchy/spooky props and geFng a huge 
quan�ty of donated sweets from numerous retail 
outlets. Thanks must also go to the Park staff, 
especially Gary and David for their assistance 
during and aHer the event.  To keep this event 
running and bring a lot of cheer to hundreds of 

children we do need more volunteers; so if you 
want to help with the 2019 hunt, please contact 
me, or a commi6ee member.  We really do need 
your help. 

Halloween 2018 Ged Edgcumbe 

The Christmas Fair 

Once again the Friends entered a tree in the 
Christmas tree exhibi�on in Millbrook Church.  
While clearing books from the Lodge, Barbara 
Buckley came across a book of origami pa6erns 
and this formed the basis of the theme for 2018: 
paper decora�ons and paper chains made from 
old maps. Thanks to all who helped with this 
colourful and eco friendly tree—and please come 
and join in the fun next year! 

Christmas Tree Exhibi!on 

Despite poor weather (rain on Saturday and high winds 
on Sunday) the Christmas Fair was well a6ended, with 
many visitors enjoying over sixty stalls and 
demonstra�ons.  Santa paid a visit to the Belvedere and 
children wai�ng to see him were kept busy wri�ng their 
Christmas le6ers, making pizzas and decora�ng 
Christmas biscuits as well as enjoying some expert face 
pain�ng.  There were many volunteers working both 
indoors and outside but we can always do with more 
helpers...a plea which you will have seen reiterated 
many �mes in this Journal...so if you’re 2red of seeing it, 
come along and offer your help!! 

Kate Gason with Nicky 
Wilson, winner of the 

Friends’ Christmas Hamper 

Kelly on the Gli6erbugs 
stand—a fixture at the 
Fair since its incep�on 
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August 5
th

 Sunday. Pleasant breeze and fine 
clean weather. Two people very bad not 
expected to live. 

August 6
th

 Monday. Moderate breeze and fine 
weather. Engineer taking condenser to pieces 
something wrong with coil inside it. People 
be6er. 

August 7
th

 Tuesday. Moderate breeze and clear 
weather. People airing bedding. Tomorrow we 
get boxes up weather permiFng. 

August 8
th

 Wednesday. Moderate breeze and 
fine weather – got all boxes up today. Hope 
twice more will do. Men too lazy to carry & 
pump up water for cooking so Doctor read Act 
of Parliament to them. Rather afraid 2

nd
 mate 

had too much to drink today and not able to 
look aHer his work down the main hold – 
reported that �ns of jam & milk were stolen 
whilst passing up luggage. Will be inquired into 
tomorrow morning. 

August 9
th

 Thursday. Weather fine breeze 
moderate. Held a formal inquiry into the case of 
people stealing Emigrants stores. The names of 
the accused are John Staples in P.C. N

o
 45. John 

Ranger 46. John McGowan N
o
 – Ralph Smart – 

milk and jam being found in their possession. 
Their deposi�ons were taken and signed by 
them. Mrs Moylan was also accused of 
spreading the report about the ship that the 
Doctor had sold beer and spirits to people that 
were sick. Mrs Moylan denied having said so. 
Hope the talking that Capt gave them will do 
some good. A slight intensifica�on in the trades. 

August 10
th

 Friday. Weather moderate and fine 

August 11
th

 Saturday. Light pleasant breeze and 
fine weather. Got new locks on all hatches. Third 
Mate lost keys through carelessness. 

August 12
th

 Sunday. The usual Sunday row with 
the Matron and some of the single girls. 

August 13
th

 Monday. Mrs Smart confined with 
two one alive t’other dead – doing well pleasant 
breeze. 

August 14
th

 Tuesday. Kid dead – commi6ed 
both to the deep at 10 this morning. 

August 15
th

 Wednesday. Weather fresh from 
the E. A li6le whooping (imagined) on board (not 
medical whoop). 

August 17
th

 Friday. Moderate breeze and fine. 
People airing bedding whenever fine. Children 
geFng be6er. 

August 18
th

 Saturday. Weather dirty with misty 
squalls. People mostly below today. 

August 19
th

 Sunday. Weather clearing but s�ll 

unse6led. No prayers held on Quarterdeck this 
day. 

August 20
th

 Monday. Weather fine. More ruckus 
with Matron v. girls. Think one of the married 
women not up to much – must watch. Hendy 
and Fry single girls very saucy want punishing. 

August 21
st

 Tuesday. Moderate gale – ship 
lurching about a great deal people very 
frightened. Ship too light to be comfortable in a 
gale. 

August 22
nd

 Wednesday. Strong breeze and fine. 
Sigh�ng an island bearing North at 3.30 am dist 
18 miles. Error found in chronometer and found 
to be 60 miles westward of true posi�on. 
Matron on the prowl. 

August 23
rd

 Thursday. Strong breeze and fine. 
People moderately well – don’t like the cold 
weather. 

August 24
th

 Friday. Breeze modera�ng. People 
commencing to reckon how long it will be to 
Sydney. One of the men struck his wife in bed so 
she went for him with a mop and the chamber 
pot she capsized over him. More power to her. 

August 25
th

 Saturday. A wet and damp day 
people can’t get bedding up. Everything dirty 
about the decks. 

August 26
th

 Sunday. Squally with rain. Powers, a 
married man, held service in Between decks. 

August 27
th

 Monday. Weather clearing. People 
airing beds. More rows with Hart (a single man) 
about Boots, Money – rings – The man always in 
hot water. 

August 29
th

 Wednesday. The last two days have 
been very moderate. Ship geFng very light 
forward. ShiHed some of the Beef and Pork 
further forward. 

August 30
th

 Thursday. Weather foggy and damp. 
Find our coals look rather short – hope they will 
last. 

August 31
st

 Friday. Another month just gone. 
Hope by the end of the next we shall be very 
near our des�na�on. Weather fine in morning. 

September 1
st

 Saturday. Fresh breeze and dirty. 
Hospital full of women. Nothing much the 
ma6er with them. 

September 2
nd

 Sunday. Moderate breeze and 
fine weather. This being Bristow’s Birthday the 
Captain gave him a …. of Port – consequence - 
kissing one of the girls. Doctor saw him and 
reported same - jolly row - the lying young dog 
at first said he did not know who it was but 
aHerwards confessed it. 

September 3
rd

 Monday. Another row. I’m in it 

Plymouth to Sydney in the barque ‘Gladstone’ 1883 (Part 2) Capt. J B Rugg 
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this �me. Doctor seems to think that I think him 
unjust. I might have given my opinion about the 
row but it will be the last. A s�ll tongue makes a 
wise head ergo – I take it. 

September 4
th

 Tuesday. Weather thick and 
dirty, wind light. Most of people below. 

September 5
th

 Wednesday. A repe��on of 
yesterday in regard of weather but less wind. 

September 6
th

 Thursday. Glorious breeze but 
mucky weather. People all shouted when they 
saw the board show 305 miles. Heavy 
bookmarking. 

September 7
th

 Friday. Another good days run 
300 miles. Weather clearing. Engine not working 
this week using water from aH. 

September 8
th

 Saturday. First part of the day 
wind from NW but shiHed in the aHernoon to 
SW and gradually hauled to the eastward. Made 
858 in three days – very good. Girls behaving 
be6er. Married people growling. 

September 9
th

 Sunday. Wind hauled to NNW 
weather moderately fine. Service held on 
Quarter Deck. 

September 10
th

 Monday. Strong gale and rough 
sea people tumbling about anyhow and 
everywhere. Another good run today 280 miles 
a few like that will soon shorten the distance. 
Engine started today – used all water from aH. 

September 11
th

 Tuesday. Blowing fresh with 
high sea but weather very unpleasant on 
account of the rain. 276 miles today. Hail squalls 
at �mes. 

September 12
th

 Wednesday. Weather more 
moderate and fine. A lot of tales being carried 
about the ship by the single girls and married 
women. 

September 13
th

 Thursday. Moderate and cloudy 
and then rain. Captain & Doctor have a few 
words about – I don’t know what  

September 14
th

 Friday. A fine breeze but s�ll the 
rain. 288 miles today. Can’t be far out of trim or 
she would not sail so well.  

September 15
th

 Saturday. Wind dropped 
suddenly, second thoughts of being put in 
Quaran�ne through another case of whooping 
cough breaking out. 

September 16
th

 Sunday. Moderate and cloudy. 
Service held as usual. People behaving 
themselves be6er. Several cases of a very 
contagious disease (pox) coming to light must 
find out where from.  

September 18
th

 Tuesday. Moderate strong 
breeze 285 miles today. A large steamer was 
sighted on our starboard bow Barque Rigged 

steaming for St George’s Sound. Can’t think 
what boat it can be being so far south. 

September 19
th

 Wednesday. Strong and cloudy 
and rain. 270 miles today. Just up to the L……….. 

September 21
st

 Friday. Moderate and fine and 
then strong with rain 266 miles today. 

September 22
nd

 Saturday. Fresh and squally but 
aHerwards clear. 

September 23
rd

 Sunday, Moderate and fine. 
Hope it will con�nue for a few days. Opie and 
the Cook figh�ng about the plums in duff. In the 
evening a li6le figh�ng among the single girls. 
Capt and Doctor had to go down and stop it.  

September 24
th

 Monday. A fair breeze and 
cloudy 280 miles today a few more like this and 
it will …. The passengers up. 

September 25
th

 Tuesday. Wind fell very light. 
Another row with D. & C. both offended suppose 
they will soon make it up. Hope so very 
unpleasant. 

September 26
th

 Wednesday. Light wind and 
calm expect to see lights tonight if we get a li6le 
breeze. 

September 27
th

 Thursday. Sighted the light at 
3.30 this morning but wind coming from SSE so 
stood to the SW at 4pm. Tacked to eastward at 
midnight at midnight passed the light. 

September 28
th

 Friday. Passed through the 
Straits with a fine strong breeze to ….Island 
when it fell calm. 

September 29
th

 Saturday. Calm lowered no.1 
Life Boat and Doctor Luntaigne & self with crew 
went shoo�ng had good sport shot seal (1) sun 
fish (1) and several birds. 

September 30
th

 Sunday. Gentle breeze from NE 
people all well dressed in their best Togs. Girls 
look quite smart.  

Sunday 7
th

 October. Arrived in Sydney Harbour. 
Granted Pra�que and anchored in Neutral Bay 
where several steamers with ladies on board 
came alongside and threw fruit on board to the 
girl immigrants. 

Monday 8
th

 October. Immigra�on board came 
on board and sent single women on shore to 
depot. Mrs Osborne the Matron looked quite 
charming when leaving the vessel to go on 
board the Tender to land passengers at Circular 
Quay. Shall be very glad to see the last of them 
and have the ship cleaned up and all to 
ourselves again. The Doctor (Dr Luntaigne) will 
go up country I think as he intends to se6le out 
here. Wherever he goes he takes my best wishes 
for his welfare as he was one of the few nice 
fellows you meet at sea and are shipmates with. 
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The Friends are obliged to review the compliance of their 
policies with the guidance provided by the Charity 
Commission, in respect of any updates provided by the 
la6er and any changes made to the way in which we 
operate. Any amendments proposed to the policies will be 
brought to the a6en�on of the members for approval 
together with a review of the divergence of the policies 
from the guidance provided.  

Reserves and Data Protec!on Policies  

This review has concluded that no changes are required to 
the Reserves Policy or the Data Protec�on Policy and 
these will remain as approved at the 2018 AGM.  

General Policy  

The Charity Commission document CC3 was updated in 
May 2018 and the changes require an upda�ng of our 
General Policy, principally to cover safeguarding of 
vulnerable people and an amendment to the forms that 
the Trustees have to sign. As a result there will be a 
change to the Divergence Report and this is reproduced 
below.  

General Policy Divergence Report 2018  

The Trustees of the Friends of Mount Edgcumbe Country 
Park (FoMECP) have produced a General Policy based on 
the guidance provided by the Charity Commission in their 
document CC3 ‘The essen�al trustee; what you need to 
know, what you need to do’. The Charity Commission 
acknowledges that there are many chari�es of differing 
sizes and objec�ves and hence not all of the guidance 
need or can be complied with, par�cularly where it is not 
relevant. In instances where the Policy does not comply 
with the word:  

a) ‘must’ – a legal or regulatory requirement that trustees 
must comply with – or  

b) ‘should’ – a good prac�ce that trustees are expected to 
follow and apply to their charity.  

This report must be brought to the a6en�on of the 
members of the charity for their agreement/ approval and 
in so doing the Policy is approved.  

A total of 122 ‘musts’ and 7 ‘must nots’ were iden�fied by 
the Trustees of which:  

a) 100 are complied with in the General or Finance Policy 
documents.  

b) 26 were considered to be not applicable to FoMECP for 
the reasons given:  

i) 4 relate to the size of income [FoMECP income falls 
outside the parameters]  

ii) 9 relate to the sale or holding of land {FoMECP does not 
own land]  

iii) 1 relates to the employment of staff [FoMECP does not 
employ staff]  

iv) 3 relate to borrowing [FoMECP does not take out 
loans]  

v) 1 relates to a trading subsidiary [FoMECP does not have 
any trading subsidiaries]  

vi) 5 relate to Charitable Organisa�ons or Charitable 
Incorporated Organisa�ons (CIO’s) [FoMECP is neither a 

Charitable Organisa�on nor a CIO]  

vii) 2 relate to custodian or holding trustees [FoMECP 
does not have these trustees]  

viii) 1 relates to the safeguarding of vulnerable groups 
[FoMECP does not undertake ac�vi�es with vulnerable 
groups]  

c) 3 are considered to be not relevant since they would 
only be applicable if a specific provision was not included 
in the General Policy and this provision has been included.  

A total of 128 ‘shoulds’ and 5 ‘should nots’ were iden�fied 
by the Trustees of which:  

d) 1 has not been complied with as it relates to the seFng 
of an annual budget. For the reasons explained in the 
Finance and Reserves Policies FoMECP does not set an 
annual budget but carefully and con�nuously monitors 
income, expenditure and reserves.  

e) 116 are complied with in the General, Finance or 
Reserves Policy documents  

f) 16 were judged to be not applicable to FoMECP for the 
reasons given:  

i) 6 relate to ownership of land [FoMECP does not own 
land]  

ii) 2 relate to the employment of staff [FoMECP does not 
employ staff]  

iii) 1 relates to larger chari�es [FoMECP is too small]  

iv) 1 relates to chari�es with low incomes [the income of 
FoMECP is above the threshold]  

v) 1 relates to overseas ac�vi�es [FoMECP do not operate 
overseas]  

vi) 1 relates to Charitable Incorporated Organisa�ons 
(CIO’s) [FoMECP is not a CIO]  

ix) I relates to areas of work that involve greater exposure 
to risk such as fraud, financial crime, extremism and 
terrorism [FoMECP does not operate in these areas]  

x) 2 relate to the �tle of another document  

xi) 1 relates to providing regulated ac�vity for children 
[FoMECP does not provide this]  

Finance Policy  

The Charity Commission document CC8 has not been 
updated however the commi6ee is inves�ga�ng the 
possible purchase and sale of clothing displaying The 
Friends logo. Since this may be construed as ‘non-primary 
purpose trading’ it is considered that the Finance Policy 
would benefit from an amendment to cover this ac�vity. 
As a result there will be a change to the Divergence 
Report and this is reproduced below.  

Finance Policy Divergence Report 2018  

The guidance specifies ac�ons that ‘must’ or ‘must not’ be 
complied with, those that ‘should’ or ‘should not’ be 
complied with and other ‘recommenda�ons’. The Charity 
Commission accepts that not all controls will be 
appropriate to all chari�es. The controls should be 
propor�onate to the risks involved and will not be 
relevant where they are not appropriate.  

Annual Policy Review 2018 
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The review has been undertaken to ensure that the 
internal controls on finance are effec�ve and that they 
remain relevant to, and appropriate for, the charity and 
are not too onerous or dispropor�onate. The review has 
taken into account changes to the charity’s structure.  

A total of 33 ‘must’ ac�ons and 20 ‘must 
recommenda�ons’ (not including those that appear in a 
�tle and are repeated in the following text) have been 
iden�fied in CC8. Compliance is achieved with 15 and 8 
of these respec�vely within the Finance Policy and/or the 
General Policy. Of the remaining 30, 23 are considered by 
the Trustees to be ‘not applicable’ to FoMECP on the 
following grounds:  

(a) 14 relate to the employment of staff [FoMECP is not 
an employer]  

(b) 5 relate to endowments [FoMECP is in receipts of 
legacies but not endowments]  

(c) 3 relate to public (on-street) collec�ons [FoMECP does 
not undertake public collec�ons]  

(d) 1 relates to the engagement of external fundraisers 
[FoMECP does not engage them]  

The remaining 7 ‘must’ recommenda�ons are considered 
by the Trustees to be ‘too onerous’ on the following 
grounds:  

(e) 6 relate to �cketed events [FoMECP �cketed events 
are restricted to low numbers and are considered too 
onerous]  

(f) 1 relates to there being at least two people being 
involved in handling and recording money received and 
this is considered too onerous for all events  

A total of 134 ‘should’ and 38 ‘should 
recommenda�ons’ (not including those that appear in a 
�tle and are repeated in the following text) have been 
iden�fied in CC8. Compliance is achieved with 98 and 22 
of these respec�vely within the Finance, General and 
Data Protec�on Policies. Of the remaining 52, 38 are 
considered to be ‘not applicable’ to FoMECP on the 
following grounds:  

(a) 8 relate to the use of pre-loaded or other payment 
cards [FoMECP will not use these cards]  

(b) 7 relate to the taking out of loans [FoMECP will not 
take out loans]  

(c) 5 relate to non-tradi�onal banking methods [FoMECP 
will not make payments by non-tradi�onal methods]  

(d) 2 relate to direct debits or standing orders [FoMECP 
will not set up direct debits or standing orders]  

(e) 2 relate to employment of staff [FoMECP is not an 
employer]  

(f) 2 relate to land ownership [FoMECP does not own 
land]  

(g) 2 relate to larger chari�es [ FoMECP is a small charity]  

(h) 1 relates to interna�onal work [FoMECP does not 
work interna�onally]  

(i) 1 relates to a widespread network of fundraising 
events [FoMECP does not take part in such event]  

(j) 1 relates to capitalisa�on of expenditure on fixed 
assets [FoMECP has no such assets]  

(k) 1 relates to being an intermediary in transferring 

funds on behalf of another charity [FoMECP does not 
facilitate this]  

The remaining 20 are considered by the Trustees to be 
‘not relevant’ or ‘too onerous’ to FoMECP due to the 
rela�vely small size of the charity and its associated 
budget.  

(l) 8 relate to controls on BACS transac�ons [frequent 
checks will be made on BACS payments and the steps 
required to arrange dual authority are not considered 
necessary. Also the charity will not enter into recurring 
payments]  

(m) 4 relate to a formal internal audit provision 
[considered too onerous for the size of budget]  

(n) 2 relate to the number of persons present when post 
is opened [this may be relevant in an office situa�on but 
not relevant to the FoMECP volunteer situa�on]  

(o) 1 relates to the agreement of an annual budget [not 
considered appropriate as payments are made ‘reac�vely 
as well as in a planned manner and income from events 
is very weather dependent. A policy  

is in place that prevents expenditure over and above the 
assets held in reserve and previously commi6ed]  

(p) 1 relates to the monitoring of over or under 
performance in income/expenditure plans [since no such 
formal plans exist monitoring is not appropriate]  

(q) 1 relates to the forma�on of finance sub-commi6ees 
[not considered appropriate for the size of the annual 
budget]  

(r) 1 relates to insurance cover for cash in hand or in 
transit [the policy restricts the amount of pe6y cash held 
at any one �me and the cost of insurance is considered 
to outweigh its value]  

(s) 1 relates to authority limits on signatories [this clearly 
relates to larger chari�es and is not relevant to FoMECP]  

(t) 1 relates to approval for movements between bank 
accounts [considered too onerous, the Treasurer will 
report such movements to the following mee�ng of the 
Commi6ee]  

A total of 4 ‘should nots’ have been iden�fied in CC8. The 
Finance Policy complies with all of these.  

 

Please note:  

1. Copies of the proposed revised policies referred to 
above may be viewed or downloaded on the Friends’ 
website under the tab ‘AGM 2019’. If you require a 
printed copy, please apply to Ged Edgcumbe, 
Membership Secretary. All proposed changes to the main 
body of the document are shown in red type.  

2. Copies all of the currently approved policies can be 
viewed or down loaded on the Friends’ website under 
the tab ‘about’.  

3. If you have any comments or objec�ons it would be 
helpful if you could bring them to the a6en�on of Carol 
Drummond, secretary, before 3 February.  

 

There will be an opportunity to consider the policies at 
the AGM.  
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Word game for the 100th edi!on of the journal   

Killer Sudoku  
Insert  numbers  into the grid below so that: 

• Each of the nine horizontal rows contains each of the digits 1-9 

• Each of the nine ver�cal columns contains each of the digits 1 - 9 

• Each of the nine groups of 3x3 boxes contains each of the digits 1-9 

 1  2  3    

  4   5  6  

  5 6 7   3  

    6   8 4 

         

    4  6 7  

6 7   5   2  

9  2   7 1 4  

         

 A very Happy New Year to all the Friends  

from the Editor 

Can you give the answers 
to the 10 ques�ons on 
the right?  

They all have a (loose) 
connec�on to this 
edi�on of the journal. 

1. Born in 1918? 
2. An elongated metameric creature 
3. Take these to resign from the House of Commons 
4. A legal weight for grain common in America 
5. Thirty of these make a foot with no toes 
6. A professional officer in the Roman army 
7. The Bri�sh version of clue 4 
8. The twenty first? 
9. It’s freezing! But it’s 0

o
, not -32

o
 

10. The anniversary of a significant event 
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Sunday 3 March  ........................ AGM (2pm in the Belvedere Room) 
Sunday 14 April  ......................... Easter Egg Hunt 
Thursday 16 May  ....................... An�ques Valua�on day. 
Friday 21 June  ........................... Trip to Dartmouth  (See page 9) 
Sunday 4 August ........................ Car Show and Summer Fair 

Also … Various events organised by ‘Miss Ivy’.  

Check website:  h6ps://missivyevents.co.uk 

Brain Teaser 

Brain teaser: 

It is possible to make 48 
new cups. 

Hint: the new cups you 
make then become used 
cups and can be added to 
the ‘leH overs’ from the 
previous round of 
recycling. 

Execu!ve Commi$ee 2018 

CHAIRMAN 
Neil Rugg .................................. 01752 822558 
Li6le Points, Higher Anderton Road,  
Millbrook, PL10 1EA 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Steve Creese ............................ 01579 345679 
Tosca, Miners Way, Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 3ET 

TREASURER 
Tony Hutchings  ....................... 01752 823393 
15 Camperknowle Close, Millbrook PL10 1QB 

SECRETARY 
Carol Drummond ..................... 01752 212801 
10 Looseleigh Close, Derriford, Plymouth, PL6 
5JQ. 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Ged Edgcumbe ......................... 01752 696477 
2 Cromwell Gate, Glenholt, Plymouth, PL6 7JR 

MEMBERS 
Anne Creese ............................ 01579 345679 
Tosca, Miners Way, Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 3ET 

Nigel Bruce-Robertson ............ 01752 829430 
55 Fort Picklecombe, Maker, Torpoint, PL10 1JG 

Nicky Wilson ............................ 01752 823565 
2 Blindwell Terrace, Millbrook, PL10 1BQ 

Margaret & Gordon Crocker ... 01752 822816 
Fordor, 8 Hounster Drive, Millbroook, PL10 1BZ 

Alan Drummond ...................... 01752 212801 
10 Looseleigh Close, Derriford, Plymouth, PL6 
5JQ. 

 

Journal editor:   Geoff Rhodes. Tel:  01752 829097  Email: geoff.rhodes@hotmail.co.uk 
Website editor:  Nicky Wilson. Contact details above. 

See website for details:   www.friends-of-mount-edgcumbe.org.uk 

Dates for your diary 2019 
Volunteers are always 

needed for Events.  Please 
contact us if you can help. 

If you throw 3 darts at this dartboard how many 
ways are there of geFng a score of 21?  All darts 
stay in the board and there could be more than 
one dart in any of the spaces. 

Solu!on to word game (journal 99) 

657   342   891 
849   561   723 
231   879   456 
 
962   183   547 
374   695  182 
518   427   369 
 
483   916   275 
126   758   934 
795   234   618 

The longest word was RESTAURATEUR. 
In addi�on Sue and I found 22 shorter words 

Sudoku and Brain Teaser (journal 99) 

Well done Faith and Alan Collins who found 
26 words in the word game and also 
completed the sudoku and the brain teaser 



 

This pair of buildings joined by a barrel arch is something of an enigma. Gardner’s 
Lodge on the right hand side is dated 1785 on the lead rainwater pipes but is not 
shown on Gardner 1784  or on the OS drawings 1784-6. Nor is it men�oned in George 
Lipscomb’s A Journey into Cornwall, when, in 1799, ‘access into the Orangery area was 
by way of a ‘small iron gate’. (George Lipscomb, A Journey into Cornwall).  In 1812 
Warner leH the Italian Garden by a ‘gate opening into the great avenue’, a phrase 
repeated in his 1836 guide book. It would appear then that the 1785 rainwater pipes 
were reused from elsewhere. 

There was, however, a building of some sort on the site by 1819 and this is similar to 
the stylis�c da�ng given by the lis�ng which puts the two lodges as 1820-30. The 1819 
plan of the park marks a building on the site and the double lodge is certainly shown 
on the �the map, which was surveyed before 1841. However, the 1819 plan appears 
to show the north lodge as an L shape with a wing behind the main building. A later 
triangular room in the Orangery Lodge was in place before 1907 (O.S. map) Building 
recording and analysis might resolve these ma6ers. 

The premises seem to have been used as estate offices and gardener’s co6age. The 
bomb which damaged the Orangery in April 1941 also damaged these buildings and 
repairs were carried out almost immediately: 

Repairs carried out to roof 2mbers, ba<ens and sla2ng 
Repairs to ceilings, repapering 
Repairing broken windows 
To E. Howard, Orangery Lodge, Mount Edgcumbe, Plymouth  £6.17s  
Se<led 3.12.41  (NA IR37/414) 

Extensive repairs were also planned in the early 1970s. The Report on Buildings noted 
that the lodges had  been ‘neglected for many decades and parts are now in an 
advanced state of decay. Part of the roof to Orangery Lodge has been renewed in 
recent years. The roof to the barrel arch must now also be replaced and associated 
works carried out to eradicate the dry rot in the arch and roof 2mbers. The estate 
office is in slightly be<er condi2on than the remainder of the block.’  
      (Report on Buildings, 1972) 

 
In the event repairs were postponed ‘because of the advanced age of the occupants’ 
and did not, in fact, take place un�l 1988/9.  Today (2018) the leH hand building is 
being completely restored to enable holiday leFng, a good money earner for the Park 
but a sad loss for the Friends as we have used the lodge as a bookshop and 
informa�on point for many years. The right hand building is s�ll ‘Gardner’s Lodge’ and  
is used by the gardeners.  It remains in a very damp unrestored state. 

The Orangery Lodge 


